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LIFE CHOICE AFFILIATION 

 

Last night, following much consideration, the NDSA council voted to not recommend the affiliation of the 

Pro-Life organisation, Life Choice Australia to the Student Association (NDSA). 

 

The council came to this decision after careful consideration of the effects this club will likely have on 

student welfare and its appropriateness to be affiliated under the NDSA. Based on facts presented by all 

parties, we have found the nature of the organisation to be too divisive and partisan to have a presence on 

campus. 

 

The proposed Life Choice club has admitted to having the same constitutional aims and objectives as their 

parent organisation, Life Choice Australia. Upon hearing this, the NDSA council thought it necessary to look 

at the actions, goals and function of Life Choice Australia and their affiliated clubs in other states.  

 

The information gathered all pointed to the possibility of a demonstrably negative impact on student welfare 

if the organisation was affiliated, raising severe concern for our students’ welfare. 

 

It has become clear their distributed material is contradictory to their proposed aims. With their actions at 

other universities, this organisation has demonstrated a propensity to put out material that is misleading 

and distressing. 

 

Representatives from USyd, UTS, and UNSW all provided feedback to the NDSA based on their on-

campus experiences of the organisation. They pointed to examples of students being harassed, Life Choice 

organisations presenting inaccurate information to students and students being barred entry to events.  

 

The NDSA received professional medical advice on the emotional impact of having information presented 

in the form of an organisation such as Life Choice. The advisor said to create a situation where women are 

only provided with biased information can have a detrimental effect on their welfare.  

 

The NDSA believes it would be impossible for this organisation to be able to enhance the wellbeing of 

individual students, based on its demonstrated operational practices.  

 

In assessing this organisation’s eligibility, the NDSA had to see how this club would be consistent with the 

objects and vision of the University. Our University prides itself on providing an excellent standard of 

pastoral care. It strives to create a culture of unity, protect the rights of individuals and promote and 

enhance the wellbeing of every student. 

 

“Life Choice Australia clubs have demonstrated they are not a unifying force at other universities across the 
country,” said an NDSA spokesperson, “They do not seek to engage in sincere dialogue and by their very 
actions, they diminish the rights of other students and have a real and negative impact upon the wellbeing 
of some students.” 
 

The NDSA and the University put the welfare of our students first. Our decision was not based on the 

merits of either side of the debate, but rather on the understanding that this is a divisive, emotional and 

challenging topic.  

 

The NDSA upholds that our fellow students have a right to feel safe on campus, regardless of their 

background or values. The affiliation and presence of Life Choice at Notre Dame will compromise this.   



 

These matters are personal, emotional and difficult. A woman does not need to be lectured about her 

decisions; these matters are best placed with unbiased counsellors or medical professionals, not with 

ideologically driven students.  

 

The NDSA recognises there is nothing wrong with having a debate on this topic. However, to allow a 
situation where an active partisan group is able to host events, provide materials to students on campus, 
and raise funds for pro-life organisations using NDSA funding is very different to having an informed and 
balanced debate. 
 
The University of Notre Dame is yet to make a decision on the affiliation of Life Choice on campus. 
 

 


