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General Council Meeting  

ND11/203 

19 Dec 2019 
Minutes written by David Stokes 

 

 

 
Attending 
Olivia Trahair (President) 
Maneesh Kelly (Vice-President) 
David Stokes (Secretary) 
Thomas Desmond (Treasurer) 
Grace Cuddihy (Clubs Committee Chair) 
Skye Huggins (Assist Director) 
Stephen Beirouti (Events Director) 
Joshua Scardina (Sport & Health Director) 
Saheb Aneja (Ordinary Council Member) 
Liam Martin (Proxy) 
Jarvys McQueen-Mason (Proxy) 
Attending via proxy 

Erin Basile 
Natasha Berthold 
Apology 

Charlotte Lee 
Benji Rabeling 
Absent 

 

 
Opening 
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Olivia opened the General Council Meeting of the Notre Dame Student Association on 19 
December 2019 at 12:41PM. 
 

Agenda Items 
 

1. Acknowledgment of Country/Silent Reflection 
 
Olivia reads through the acknowledgment of country. The Council observes a 30 
second silent reflection. 
 

2. Passing of last meeting’s minutes 
 

Motion 
To approve the minutes from 9 
December 2019 as an accurate 
representation of what occurred 
at that meeting. 

Moved: Olivia 
Seconded: Thomas 

In favour: All 
Against: None 
Abstentions: None 
 

The motion is passed. 
 

3. Proxies/Apologies  
 
Proxies: Liam Martin acting as a proxy for Erin Basile, Jarvys McQueen-Mason acting as 
proxy for Natasha Berthold. 
 
Apology: Charlotte Lee. 

 
Motion 
To approve Liam Martin as proxy 
for Erin Basile Jarvys McQueen-
Mason as proxy for Natasha 
Berthold. 

Moved: Olivia 
Seconded: Grace 

In favour: All 
Against: None 
Abstentions: None 
 

The motion is passed. 

 
Motion 
To accept the apologies of 
Charlotte Lee and Benji Rabeling. 

Moved: Olivia 
Seconded: Josh 

In favour: All 
Against: None 
Abstentions: None 

The motion is passed. 
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4. Co-Opting of Roles 
 
Liam left the room at 12:46PM to contact Erin for voting instructions. Re-entered at 
12:48PM. 
 
Academic Committee Chair 
 
Grace notes that returning council members know Umberto and encouraged his application 
and therefore aware of his work ethic, team-oriented mindset.  
 
Josh enquired as to Umberto’s background within the university, his background in 
accounting was noted as being beneficial. Both Umberto and Emily will be absent on ATP 
for parts of the year (term 3 and term 2 respectively).  
 
David noted the attractive qualities of loyalty in both candidates. 
 
A non-binding vote is held on whether Umberto will be appointed as Academic Committee: 
10 in favour. 
 

Motion 
To co-opt Umberto Gargaro in 
the role of Academic Committee 
Chair.  

Moved: Olivia 
Seconded: Maneesh 

In favour: 11 
Against: None 
Abstentions: None  
 

The motion is passed. 

 
Academic Committee Deputy Chair 
 
Josh enquired as to Emily’s background in an academic and a general sense. Stephen was 
very positive about her commitment, character and work-ethic.  
 

Motion 
To co-opt Emily Hains in the role 
of Academic Committee Deputy 
Chair. 

Moved: Olivia 
Seconded: Stephen 

In favour: All  
Against: None 
Abstentions: None 
 

The motion is passed. 

 
Academic Committee School of Arts & Sciences Representative  
 
Liv notes the appeal of her having held other council-based roles. Grace spoke to her work 
ethic and her friendly attitude, Saheb supported this.  
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Motion 
To co-opt Guilietta Holborn in the 
role of Academic Committee 
School of Arts & Sciences 
Representative. 

Moved: Olivia 
Seconded: Grace 

In favour: 11  
Against: None 
Abstentions: None 
 

The motion is passed. 

 
Academic Committee School of Law Representative 
 
David and Maneesh spoke to her positivity and personability. Her articulate application 
spoke well to her ability to communicate student’s concerns and liaise between the student 
body and the university. Liv spoke to the personability of the application. Overall the council 
responded positively to the quality of the application.  
 

Motion 
To co-opt Elena Martino in the 
role of Academic Committee 
School of Law Representative. 

Moved: Olivia 
Seconded: Maneesh 

In favour: 11 
Against: None 
Abstentions: None 
 

The motion is passed. 

 
Academic Committee School of Education Representative 
 
Grace spoke to the benefit of having a diverse council, so the more individuals the better. Liv 
spoke to her knowledge of Adelle as a hardworking and reliable person.  
  

Motion 
To co-opt Adelle Harris in the role 
of Academic Committee School 
of Education Representative. 

Moved: Olivia 
Seconded: Thomas 

In favour: 11 
Against: None 
Abstentions: None 
 

The motion is passed. 

 
Academic Committee School of Business Representative 
 
 

Motion 
To co-opt in Reiniera de Vos van 
Steenwijk the role of Academic 
Committee School of Business 
Representative. 

Moved: Olivia 
Seconded: Josh 

In favour: 11 
Against: None 
Abstentions: None 
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The motion is passed. 

 
Academic Committee School of Nursing and Midwifery Representative 
 
David spoke to his long-term friendship with Elsie, her positivity and eagerness to fill the role 
and a student advocacy position. Maneesh and Grace spoke positively about her character 
and her including of specific instances of student life worth improving in her application. 
 

Motion 
To co-opt Elsie Rowbottam in the 
role of Academic Committee 
School of Nursing and Midwifery. 

Moved: Olivia 
Seconded: Grace 

In favour: 11 
Against: None 
Abstentions: None 
 

The motion is passed. 

 
Academic Committee School of Medicine Representative 
 
Grace noted the appeal of Brittany Webster’s membership of MSAND working alongside the 
NDSA, then gave background to the role of the MSAND.  
 

Motion 
To co-opt Brittany Webster in the 
role of Academic Committee 
School of Medicine 
Representative. 

Moved: Olivia 
Seconded: Maneesh 

In favour: 11 
Against: None 
Abstentions: None 
 

The motion is passed. 

 
Clubs Deputy Chair 
 
Jarvys was asked to leave the room at approx. 1:24PM for the duration of the discussion as 
he is a candidate for the role. Grace spoke positively of all three candidates. Noted Matt’s 
passion for clubs and his initiative with clubs banners (seconded by Liv). 
 
Stephen spoke to his historical knowledge of Georgia and her positive qualities.  
 
Liv spoke to the benefits of having a non-clubs-president in the role, but the benefit of 
having a clubs president also.  
 
Grace noted that the Deputy Chair’s role will include streamlining events process, putting 
together clubs events, and so organisational proficiency is needed.  
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Tom spoke to his knowledge of all three candidates as being capable, passionate and 
suitable for the roles.  
 
Josh noted the differing qualities of the applications, and as someone who doesn’t know any 
of the candidates the quality of applications is relevant. Jarvys’ and Georgia’s applications 
were stronger. 
 
Tom noted Georgia’s eagerness in her first year to get involved in clubs. He spoke highly of 
Jarvys’ character and his history of supporting, building and growing the West End club. 
 
Maneesh left the room at 1:38PM to retrieve Jarvys. Re-entered with Jarvys at 1:38PM. 
 

Motion 
To conduct a secret ballot to co-
opt the role of Clubs Deputy 
Chair. 

Moved: Olivia 
Seconded: Maneesh 

In favour: 11 
Against: None 
Abstentions: None 
 

The motion is passed. 

 
Grace requested a secret ballot. 
 

Motion 
To co-opt Jarvys McQueen-
Mason in the role of Clubs 
Deputy Chair. 

Moved: Olivia 
Seconded: Maneesh 

Secret Ballot 
 

The motion is passed. 

 
Liam Martin was asked to leave the room at 1:43PM for the duration of discussion as he is a 
candidate for the following role. 
 
Welfare Committee LGBTQIA+ Representative 
 
Grace spoke to the excellence of his application and his enthusiasm, and aptness as a 
representative of the LGBTQIA+ community. 
 
Liam returned at 1:46PM. 
 

Motion 
To co-opt Liam Martin in the role 
of Welfare Committee LGBTQIA+ 
Representative. 

Moved: Olivia 
Seconded: Grace 

In favour: 11 
Against: None 
Abstentions: None 
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The motion is passed. 

 
Maneesh leaves the room at 1:47PM. 
 

5. President’s Update 
 
President noted the low attendance of the NDSA at enrolment days, requested that in the 
future more notice given. 
 
NDSA alerted to the purchasing of a freezer for use by all NDSA and Clubs members. 
 
NDSA Portal: login details the same as emails, use to submit agendas and proxy forms 
online.  
 
Maneesh returns at 1:49PM. 
 
New Logos: due to department expansion the logos have expanded with new colour 
schemes, with department-oriented colours. 
 

Motion 
To approve the new logos for the 
Assist department logo.  

Moved: Olivia 
Seconded: Maneesh 
 

In favour: 11 
Against: None 
Abstentions: None 
 

The motion is passed. 

 
Motion 
To approve the new logos for the 
Environment department logo.  

Moved: Olivia 
Seconded: Grace 
 

In favour: 11 
Against: None 
Abstentions: None 
 

The motion is passed. 

 
Motion 
To approve the new logos for the 
Marketing department logo.  

Moved: Olivia 
Seconded: Tom 

In favour: 11 
Against: None 
Abstentions: None 
 

The motion is passed. 

 
Motion 
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To approve the new logos for the 
Sport and Health department 
logo.  
	

Moved: Olivia 
Seconded: Josh 

In favour: 11 
Against: None 
Abstentions: None 
 

The motion is passed. 

Stickers: purchasing stickers to hand out at O-Day and other events. The quantity of 
previous orders has been sufficient. 1000 stickers is the minimum order, only need new 
stickers for the four new departments. 
 

Motion 
To spend $396.00 on printing 
1000x Assist, 1000x Environment, 
1000x Marketing, 1000x Sport 
and Health stickers. 
	

Moved: Olivia 
Seconded: Maneesh 

In favour: 11 
Against: None 
Abstentions: None 
 

The motion is passed. 

 
T-Shirts: discussion postponed to the Marketing update. 
 
Badges: using magnetic backs rather than pins for comfort and ease of use. 
 

Motion 
To approve the design for the 
2020 NDSA Councillor badges as 
on page 6 of the Agenda. 
	

Moved: Olivia 
Seconded: Josh 

In favour: 11 
Against: None 
Abstentions: None 
 

The motion is passed. 

 
Motion 
To spend $155.27 on 14 metal 
badges for the 2020 NDSA 
council. 
	

Moved: Olivia 
Seconded: Tom 

In favour: 11 
Against: None 
Abstentions: None 
 

The motion is passed. 

 
Academic Council: Liv spoke to her meeting with Carole Stekette on Monday, who is 
interested in promoting more student representation. Hopefully there will be student 
representative on the Academic Council, but this would require constitutional change. 
 
Grace left the room at 1:57PM. 
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New Vice Chancellor: The acting Vice Chancellor Peter Tranter is very enthusiastic about 
enforcing paperless assignments uni-wide after a meeting with Liv and Maneesh. He was 
also enthusiastic about having recorded lectures.  
 
Grace re-enters at 2:01PM. 
 
Grace noted that recorded lectures are something that should be approached carefully as 
attendance at the university for lectures is one of its differentiating factors. 
 
Acting VC is enthusiastic about extending hours for the library and including swipe-card 
access, anything to encourage a university that students are keen to stay at. 
 
Parking is a big issue for students, with student rates existing in some locations. Acting VC 
suggested in meeting with Liv and Maneesh many ways to pursue parking options for 
students.   
 
Liv and David noted that Francis Campbell’s term as VC will begin in February, and will push 
initiatives including Mentorship Programs, Memorandum of Understanding, National Director 
Role, Student Engagement Strategic Plan.  
 
Handovers: took councillors’ opinions on the efficiency and usefulness of handovers. 
Seemed to be a general desire for efficient and formal handovers.  
 
Liv posed the option of holding elections earlier to allow more time for a proper handover 
process. 
 
Graduation: Liv enjoyed the graduation ceremonies. Very high level of student engagement 
and enthusiasm. 
 

6. Vice-President’s Update 
 
G-Suite: most people have been using G-Suite appropriate. Make sure that the use of g-
suite stays consistently professional and formal. 
 
Office: it is untidy at the moment. At some time in the new year we will host a day to clean 
up the office and take the NDSA stationery shopping. There is a strong desire to have the 
NDSA actively use and take part in the office. 
 
Thanks: Maneesh notes he has been very happy with the introductory period of the NDSA, 
the importance of the setup time is not lost on anyone. 
 
Stephen leaves the meeting at 2:18PM. Quorum is still held at 10/13. 
 

7. Treasurer’s Update 
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As read in Agenda. Covering spending so far. 
 

8. Secretary’s Update 
 
Forms: updated templates and formatting of forms, and naming conventions changed. See 
Agenda for details. 

 
9. Clubs Director’s Update 

Whiteboard: Josh is donating a whiteboard. 
 
Theatre management committee: In discussion with Michael McCall to have 
representatives from theatre-related clubs/majors to be a body advocating for use of 
spaces/storage/setup etc. McCall will receive minutes and updates to greenlight ideas but 
will not chair committees. Separate to the clubs committee. It will be an NDSA committee. 
 
This would involve a new ToR.  
 
The main reason for the committee is to encourage communication between groups who are 
vying for use of the theatre and green room spaces, allowing more cohesive sharing of the 
space.  
 
Would require liaising with SES to move/arrange space?  
 
Use the committee as a way to get the theatre students and photography students working 
together for events.  
 
Concerns with it being a committee as opposed to a group/club. This would depend on its 
functionality. Which jurisdiction does it fall under?  
 
David leaves the room at 2:33PM. 
 
Focus on the stakeholders working together to meet deadlines. 
 
Currently the parties are not listening to each other and that is a reason that it isn’t working. 
 
Grace feels strongly that something has to be done now because the situation isn’t 
functioning. 
 
Grace and exec agree to move to discuss the matter out of meeting. 
 
David returns at 2:36PM. 
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10. Marketing Director’s Update 

 
Shirt design: General thoughts have the NDSA logo without the circle. General consensus 
is: black shirt, logo without circle. One option we would like is not available so will wait until 
next meeting to pass motion. 
 
Cost of shirts: roughly $30/shirt if printed with production. $3.75 for unprinted black Kmart 
shirts. Hold off voting for printing until we have more options. We will vote on the purchase 
of unprinted black t-shirts.  
 
Tom leaves at 2:40PM. Returns at 2:42PM.  
 

Motion 
To approve the maximum spend 
for purchasing of 18x black t-
shirts of $72. 
	

Moved: Olivia 
Seconded: Tom 

In favour: 10 
Against: None 
Abstentions: None 
 

The motion is passed. 

 
Josh leaves at 2:48PM. 
 
Business cards: we like the content (name, email, socials, phone number optional) 
 
Council campaigns: as read in agenda 
 
1-sec videos: as read 
 

11. Welfare Director’s Update 
 
As-read: absent from meeting so as-read in agenda. 
 

12. Environment Director’s Update 
 
Josh returns 2:50PM. 
 
Liv spoke to the SimplyCups. Will wait for a meeting with Natasha in attendance to discuss 
further and pass motions. 

 
13. Sport & Health Director’s Update 

 
As-read.  
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14. Events Director’s Update 
 

Price of the O-Day party.  
If people buy the tickets it increases the commitment levels of people. Do we offer free 
drinks as a part of the ticket. For those who are remaining in the Discount program there 
needs to be a discount. $10 for general admission, $8 for discount program holders. 
 

Motion 
That tickets to the O-Day After 
Party be $10 for general 
admission and $8 for discount 
program members. 
	

Moved: Olivia 
Seconded: Stephen 

In favour: 11 
Against: None 
Abstentions: None 
 

The motion is passed. 

Ball: Stephen has been in contact with Optus Stadium regarding holding the ball there. They 
were unavailable to hold the ball on the 29th August but were happy to pencil in 15th August. 
A compromise with the date but the venue is worth it. Maximum capacity is 2000 so 
numbers not an issue. 
 
Exec noted that Stephen should still ask around for other quotes. 
 

Motion 
That the 2020 NDSA Ball be held 
on August 15th. 
	

Moved: Olivia 
Seconded: Maneesh 

In favour: 11 
Against: None 
Abstentions: None 
 

The motion is passed. 

 
 
15. OCM’s Update 

 
As-read. 

 
16. OCM’s Update 

 
As-read. 

 
17. General Business 

 
Exec office (Maneesh): the office will be reserved exclusively for executive use. Council 
members can contact us for any outstanding circumstances. Grace spoke to the 
disadvantage of having fewer people to access the office for accessing items kept in there.  
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Closing 

 
Olivia closes the General Council Meeting at 2:57PM. 
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Confirmation of Minutes: 
By signing below I, OLIVIA TRAHAIR, confirm that these minutes are a correct and accurate 
reflection of the meeting dated 19/12/2019.  

 
 
 
 
 

____________________________________ 
 

Signed: Olivia Trahair, President 
 


