
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1 

 

General Council Meeting  

Online Meeting 
01 April 2020 
Minutes written by David Stokes 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Attending 
Olivia Trahair (President) 
Maneesh Kelly (Vice-President) 
Thomas Desmond (Treasurer) 
David Stokes (Secretary) 
Grace Cuddihy (Clubs Committee Chair) 
Liam Martin (Welfare Director) 
Stephen Beirouti (Events Director) 
Skye Huggins (Assist Director) 
Joshua Scardina (Sport & Health Director) 
Umberto Gargaro (Academic Committee Chair) 
Natasha Berthold (Environment Director) 
Charlotte Lee (Marketing Director) 
Saheb Aneja (Ordinary Council Member) 
Erin Basile (Ordinary Council Member) 
 
Attending via proxy 

 
Apology 

 

Absent 

Umberto Gargaro (Academic Committee Chair) 
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Opening 
 
Olivia opened the General Council Meeting of the Notre Dame Student Association on 01 
April 2020 at 6:22PM. 
 

Agenda Items 
 

1) Acknowledgment of Country/Silent Reflection 
 
Olivia reads through the acknowledgment of country. The Council observes a 30 
second silent reflection. 

 
2) Apologies 

 
Motion 
To grant leaves of absence to 
Umberto Gargaro and Stephen 
Beirouti. 

Moved: Olivia 
Seconded: Maneesh 

In favour: 12 
Against: None 
Abstentions: None 
 

The motion is passed. 
 
 

3) President and Vice-President’s Update 
 

i. Meeting w Selma Alliex 
 
There was a meeting scheduled for yesterday with Selma but as there is no attendance it 
was cancelled. A meeting with Selma is being scheduled to discuss a number of issues 
raised by multiple students but in particular by one letter send by a student. Some of the 
topics include:  

• Financial penalty date: whilst the academic penalty date has been extended to the 
end of semester, the financial penalty has not been. This is a difficult process as it 
involves re-opening the opportunity to withdraw and then extend a new deadline. An 
option could be refunding students.  

• Tuition-free week: Also the tuition free week could potentially be brought forward or 
even have another one added for the peace of mind of students and staff alike 
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• Special consideration: some universities have added a separate special consideration 
process where the window is open for two weeks. The idea is to avoid making 
students feel uncomfortable about approaching unit coordinators 

• Cost of units: with the change in how we are being taught, there has been concern by 
students and parents that they are not getting what they are paying for. 

These issues are ones that have been raised by students at ND but have also been taken on 
by Student Guilds at other universities.  
 
Erin asked why the cost of practical placements are so high, and whether those costs will 
stand even if prac isn’t going ahead. Liv noted that prac costs are high as mentors need to 
be paid, but there are still uncertainties around payment for pracs. Erin could not locate 
where the financial penalty date is for the practical units.  
 
Josh noted that there has been a rumour that Murdoch students can’t fail this semester. He 
wondered what could be raised with Selma with regards to the high level of difficulty with 
this method of learning and what measures the university could/would take. Liv noted that 
UWA is giving students the option of opting in for a pass/fail on any units as opposed to 
grades. Grace said that the cancellation of exams and ‘everyone getting a pass’ may have 
potentially been an April Fool’s joke, but Liv and other councillors said that the exams have 
definitely been cancelled. Liv said that ECU have cancelled all block exams, but what that 
actually means is that each unit will re-schedule or come up with alternative arrangements.  
 
Stephen enters at 6:35PM. 
 
Natasha brought up that biomed students have practical placements, and that as they are all 
going to scientific research institutes, and a lot of students are nervous/unsure about the 
arrangements of practical placements. 
 
Maneesh exits at 6:36PM. 
 
Liv clarified that a lot of those decisions are out of the students’ or the student council’s 
control but we can definitely do our best as a council to clarify the university’s positions to 
the students. 
 
Maneesh re-enters at 6:37PM. 
 
Natasha also noted that the university has mentioned their counselling services but there 
hasn’t been a lot of clarity around how it will work, and it hasn’t been pushed enough as an 
option for students. She said that it is really important for students at this time in particular to 
have counselling as an option, and that all students know that it is an option. Liv noted that 
counselling has said they are having sessions over zoom which is a big step forward but she 
can definitely raise it with campus services about the extent to which counselling is offering 
its services. 
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ii. Google Drive 
 
Maneesh spoke to this item. 
 
The google drive has been completely audited, and this week will see all the cleaned up 
documents uploaded to councillor’s google drives. 
 
 
iii. COVID-19 Video Update 

 
Liv has been filming a personal piece-to-camera to upload for students to know where the 
university is at regarding COVID arrangements. After having the script approved by 
Marketing and sending them the finished video they subsequently gave edits and so the 
process of uploading the video has been extended beyond what it needed to be. The 
process has put a spotlight on how dependent the council is on the university and that it can 
be frustrating when something needs to be distributed quickly. 
 
iv. Stationery  

 
Liv would like everyone to respond to her email requesting each councillor’s preferred 
stationary they would like for their space in the NDSA upstairs area. Understandably this is 
not a priority for people but it could be a fun way for councillors to stay involved.  
 

v. Student Services Meeting 
 
Erv wants some more promotion of student services social media content, and the student 
services are happy to promote NDSA’s online competitions and online presence. 
 
O-Day Sem 2 is scheduled for July so there is a lot of uncertainty over whether this will be 
going ahead. As a council it is important to try our best to make the day beneficial to 
students.  
 
[Liv shared her screen via zoom] – outlined different arrangements for the NDSA portion of 
the day that can be conducted online incl. lots of conference calls, messenger 
communication, videos etc. 
 
David suggested you could do a kahoot. Stephen suggested hosting a big zoom call and 
use breakout rooms to have ‘speed dating’ and get people to get to know each other. 
Maneesh put forward that we produce a bunch of videos to promote on the day, Liv said 
that is something we could get going on sooner rather than later. Liv is doing her best to 
update and work on the website as it currently only has the bare minimum, but hopefully by 
July it will look better. 
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The overall arrangements for O-Week are very up in the air, so after the next meeting with 
student services hopefully it will be clarified.  
 
Tash said it could be fun to have a map online with virtual activities attached, like a video 
game but interactive. Maybe including arcade-style games, colouring-in games, quizzes etc. 
Logistically difficult but would be cool for the university to do. 
 
Grace suggested having virtual banners, with signatures, photos and drawings etc that could 
be done live but with monitoring and censorship. Clubs have not as of yet been invited to 
student services meetings and Liv said she’d bring that up but suspects it’s because the uni 
is happy for clubs to do what they want.  
 
Stephen suggested having virtual drink catch-ups between people of the same school who 
are new in Sem 2 O-Day so that people can meet others who will be in their classes. 
Hopefully by then we are able to catch up in person. 
 
Natasha noted that one of her lecturers talked to the students about expectations for sem 2, 
saying that it’s highly likely, given the way pandemic immunology operates, that semester 2 
will not be set up to be an on-campus semester. As such the university is likely hesitant to 
assume that semester two will be on campus. 
 
Liv noted we still want to do giveaways etc. Erin then suggested that the free food budget 
could be used to pay for giveaways for uber eats etc. But Liv said that the free food needs to 
be accessible to all students so this could be going against budget.  
 
GRACE CONTRIBUTED BUT THE ZOOM CALL FALTERED AND HER AUDIO WAS 
LOST. 
 
Liv then said that, going forward, free food events will be as open as possible but there is a 
limit to how much every student’s dietary requirements can be taken into account.  
 

4) Treasurer’s Update 
 
As-read. Profit and loss for March could not be completed as March had not finished at the 
time of writing.  
 
A general note to councillors that we are still allowed to spend money whilst we’re in 
lockdown, as using our budget is in our best interests. As an NDSA we are running weekly 
competitions but each department is still free to spend money on their own initiatives. 
 
Tom summarised his meetings all in one by saying ‘zoom’. 
 

5) Secretary’s Update 
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i. Councillor Meetings Recap 
 
By the end of the week/next week the hope is that there will be policy regarding giveaways, 
with the goals that they will be able to be referred to for any giveaways, not just online 
giveaways. 
 

6) Clubs Director’s Update 
 

i. Clubs presidents 
 
Grace has been having one-on-one’s with presidents about how they’re going. The previous 
policy passed regarding online meetings has been distributed to clubs, and their online 
meetings are going well. They seem to be coping as well as possible and doing as much as 
they can. Grace is really proud of how they’re doing. 
 

7) Environment Director’s Update 
 

i. Environment department’s competition prize 
 
Maybe a DIY indoor garden pack or a google home mini. Tash noted that students’ 
headspace at the moment in these circumstances is really crucial, so a way to work in 
mental-health-promoting prizes could be an idea such as plants. A marketing idea would be 
to turn an Ikea cube shelve into a stand up desk, so maybe the NDSA could do weekly posts 
having students to send in their study spaces or relaxing spaces. This would keep students 
engaged but also give them ideas on how to improve their spaces. 
 
ZOOM CRASHED TEMPORARILY 
 
Liv noted the approach of other universities doing Q&A’s, and having students send in study 
spaces. Liv wants to discuss with Lotte the marketing options for these programs. A day in 
the life would still be a good idea, especially to work in the current circumstances and show 
how individual councillors are coping/addressing the situation.  
 
As Environment Director Tash says, a student’s environment is more important now more 
than ever, so giving students ideas for how to work with the space you’re stuck in should be 
really beneficial to students. Liv suggested maybe going QnA’s with department heads 
regarding how to cope with these times. 
 

8) Assist Director’s Update 
 
As-read. 
 

9) Events Director’s Update 
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As-read. Maneesh brought up an idea Stephen had for the events competition prize 
regarding getting vouchers for clothing stores in Fremantle that have gone online. 
 

10) OCM’s Update 
 
As-read. 
 

11) General Business 
 

i. Sport and Health Director’s Update 
 
As-read. 
 

ii. Welfare Committee Chair’s Update 
 
Welfare committee meetings are still being held. There was a lot of general feedback 
regarding transition to online, which brought up the tuition free week and adjustment of 
penalty dates other universities are having. Liam is having one on one chats with his 
committee members to check on them and be someone to talk, and offered that service to 
the council at large. 
 
Tash brought up that people she knows have expressed hesitancy to complain or ask for 
consideration or in general bring up issues they’re having because they’re afraid of getting 
on the bad side of the lecturers. Liv referred back to the approach other universities are 
taken to have a separate special consideration process that bypasses lecturers and co-
ordinators. 
 
Charlotte leaves at 7:06PM. 
 

iii. OCM’s Update 
 
As-read. 
 
The council shared their views of online meetings, and that whilst they’re not ideal they’re 
the best we have.  
 
David mentioned an idea for online engagement could be having one on one chats regarding 
studying at home between students who are finding it hard and those who are finding it 
easy, sort of like a mentor program. 
  

 
Closing 
Liv officially closes the general council meeting at 7:11PM. 
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Confirmation of Minutes: 
By signing below I, OLIVIA TRAHAIR, confirm that these minutes are a correct and accurate 
reflection of the meeting dated 01/04/2020.  

 
 
 
 
 

____________________________________ 
 

Signed: Olivia Trahair, President 
 


